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safe side, they insisted that Angora, as well as Con-
stantinople, should be represented.
Pleased beyond measure that he should at last
have wrung reluctant recognition from the Powers,
Kamal went further. A conference, by all means,
he agreed, but why include Constantinople ? There
was no Iqnger any government there, and Turkey's
sole authority was vested in the National Assembly at
Angora.
At the same time Kamal made overtures to the
Padishah. All the ruler was required to do was to
recognize the National Assembly at Angora, and all
would be well If he refused, then he would run the
risk of losing his throne. For the first time Kamal
hinted at the major schemes which had fired his
revolutionary purpose.
With an adroitness not usually associated with
Western diplomacy, the Allies extricated themselves
from a difficulty by cancelling their joint invitation,
and issuing two distinct and separate ones, one to
Constantinople, and the other to Angora. Thus was
honour satisfied, and the play went on. At the
conference, which was entirely abortive, the Angora
representative was the only one to speak. He from
Constantinople remained silent. The conference was
ostensibly to bring about a cessation of the hostilities
between Greek and Turk in Smyrna, but racial
animosities were too bitter for compromise. On each
side it was a case of all or none.
The conference failed, and both Greek and Turk
retired to prepare for the fight which was to be
fought to the bitter end with a ferociousness and a